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General Membership Meeting
Tuesday October 5, 2021
Toledo Sail and Power Squadron
at
Bay View Yacht Club
3902 N Summit St, Toledo, OH

1730 - 1830 Social Hour
1830 - 1930 Dinner
1930 - Meeting/Program

Dinner will be penne or spaghetti noodles, choice of sauce with or without meat, salad, bread,
and a dessert.

Cost will be $10.00
Reservations are due to Lucia Rooks by Friday October 1st
For reservations email to Lucrus@buckeye-express.com
or call Lucia at (419) 882-6623
Reservations not canceled 24 hours in advance will be charged.
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TOLEDO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
2021 BRIDGE
Commander ……………….....…………….. Keith Rooks, P

Squadron Meeting Dates and Times
Tue Oct 5 - General Meeting @ Bay View Yacht Club, Toledo

Cell 419-367-6473
Email karooks@gmail.com
Executive Officer……………...……….. Rickie Waugh, P
Cell 419-494-6972
Email waughmd@gmail.com
Educational Officer ……………..….Fred Zibbel, N-IN
Cell 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@gmail.com
Administrative Officer……Frank Czerniejewski, P
Cell 419-290-3221
Email fdczern@gmail.com
Secretary……………….…Loriann Czerniejewski, P
Home 419-726-3221
Email lmcappriasal2yahoo.com

1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting
Tue Oct 26 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg
Tue Nov 2 - General Meeting @ TBD
1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting
Tue Nov 30 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg

Treasurer ………………………….Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Cell
734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

Coming Events
Oct 8 - 10

2021 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Cdr Keith Rooks, P
P/C Rita Buck, S
Lt/C Rickie Waugh, P

Lt Michelle Abel, P

P/C Fred Zibbel, N-IN

Lt Daniel Strohmeier, S

Lt/C Frank Czeniejewski, P
Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN

Lt Howard Zibbel, S

D/29 Penta Fall Conference with Districts 7, 9, 11, 24
Kalahari Resort & convention Center
Make reservations before September 24th

Lt /C Loriann Czerniejewski, P
“THE BREEZE”
This official publication of The Toledo Sail &
Power Squadron is published 11 months per
year. Deadline to submit articles is the 1st of
the month. Send articles to Breeze Editor.

Editor:

Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Cell 734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

Distribution P/D/C Felicia Evans, AP
Advertising Dale Overly, AP

Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Printer

Dave Schroeder

Articles, opinions and advertisements do not
necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement
unless so designated.

Issues of The Ensign can be found https://theensign.org/

22021
nual

Virtual AnMeeting
Re2021
Virtual Annual Meeting Recordingscordings02eting Recordings
The list of 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting Recordings can be found by https://
www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=42
. The agenda will have all the links to the recordings for each meeting.

Websites
Toledo www.toledopowersquadron.org
District 29 www.usps.org/localusps/D29
National
www.usps.org

October Birthdays

The USPS® Mission
To promote recreational boating safety
through education and civic activities while
providing fellowship for our members.

PLANNED GIVING
If you would like to include the Toledo
Sail & Power Squadron in your estate plan
or provide another kind of gift, please
contact P/C Haynes Lee, Jr., AP.
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From Your 2021 Commander
Cdr Keith A. Rooks, P
Cell:
419-367-6473
Email karooks@gmail.com

It’s the time of year that things start to change. We see the leaves on the trees changing color, the
weather starts to get a bit cooler and we start to see fewer boats at the docks as everyone starts cleaning and
getting their boat(s) ready to put up for the winter.
We have had a good year trying to get back to some kind of normal, I’m not sure that we have gotten to any real
sense of what normal is, but we need to keep moving forward where we can.
We have had some great rendezvous this summer, and as of this writing we have one more rendezvous scheduled.
The Toledo Historical Weekend at Put in Bay is September 10th to the 12th. If you can make it, get out and enjoy the
last rendezvous of the year
We also had a great year for Vessel Safety Checks, it started at the Bass Pro Shops Rossford Walleye Roundup and
the examiners did a great job of keeping that momentum throughout the year. As of the beginning of September we
preformed 127 boat inspections with 125 passing. I’d like to thank our examiners, Robin Able, Richard Alleshouse,
Larry Cole, Trey Czerniejewski, John Miga, Dan Mullane, Mike Schabeck, and Jason Snook for the excellent job this
year.
As for the squadron events for the rest of the year we are going to continue to schedule them. We will keep you as
up to date as possible with any last minute changes that need to be made using emails and calling post messages.
The wearing of masks at any meeting right now is optional, but may change at any time.
As always take care and stay safe!
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I hope everyone has enjoyed a summer of fun and safe boating. In the coming months,
there will be a few course/seminar offerings that you may be interested in signing up for.
Advanced Piloting will be offered this winter, if there is enough interest. I have mentioned
in the past the many seminars that are available. We will be offering these late fall/
throughout winter months. Please be aware that National now requires a $25 fee for seminars for those who wish completion of a seminar be recorded into your into your permanent educational record. We
have discussed offering seminars at monthly meetings, but at present most seminars are 2 hours long and trying to
fit that courseware into a 1 hour time slot will be s significant challenge.
P/C and Commodore Jim Balough of TYC has requested we offer an ABC class to members of Toledo Yacht Club. They
have members who are new to boating and he feels they would benefit immensely from such a class. This is in the
works for the fall, exact date to be determined.
Please enjoy and have a safe remainder of the summer boating season. Enjoy the planned rendezvous’ and l look forward to seeing everyone at the September Meeting.

Education Officer
P/C Fred Zibbell, N-IN
fredzibbel@gmail.com

In Michigan, anyone born after December
31, 1978 and in Ohio, anyone born after January 1, 1982 must take a safe boating class
to operate a vessel with 10 hp or more.

Cell: 567-395-4759

Assistant Education Officer
1st/Lt Michelle Abel, P
gabby01@chartermi.net
Cell: 734-652-4332

The Empress of Ireland...continued part 2
Within five or six minutes all the lights and power went off. Many of the survivors had made it to the side of the
hull still out of the water and scrambled through open portholes to reach freedom. Within a total time of fourteen
minutes after the collision, the bow rose slightly then the ship sank from sight. Hundreds of people were thrown into
the near freezing waters in the black of night. This sinking took a terrible death tole. Of the 1477 people on board,
1012 lost their lives. 840 passengers lost their lives....8 more than those passengers that had died on the Titanic. This
would be the most horrific maritime accident in peacetime Canada.
So, how did this come about?
It would be the Canadian Board of Inquiry that would try to clarify the finding with sixty one witnesses. After all
the evidence had been heard, the Commissioners stated that the question of who was to blame became a simple issue,
that being which of the two ships changed her course during the fog. They could come to no other conclusion than that
the Storstad had ported her helm, changing her course and brought on the collision. Chief Officer Toftenes of the
Storstad was specifically blamed for wrongly and negligently altering his course in the fog and, in addition, failing to
notify the captain when he saw the fog coming in.
(continued next page)
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Captain Andersen (Storstad) was quoted as saying that Lord Mersey, head Commissioner for the Inquiry was a
“fool” for holding him responsible for the collision and said he intended to file a lawsuit against the Canadian Pacific
Steamships (CPR).
An inquiry launched by the Norwegians disagreed with the official findings and cleared Storstad's crew of all responsibility. Instead they blamed Captain Kendall (Empress) for violating the protocol by not passing port to port.
The CPR won a court case against A. F. Klaveness & Co. the owners of the Storstad, for two million dollars
(Canadian), which was the value of the silver bullion stored aboard the Empress when she sank. The owners of the
Storstad entered an unsuccessful suit against the CPR for $50,000 in damages, contending that the Empress was at
fault for negligent navigation on her part. The Storstad was seized at the request of the CPR and sold for $175,000 to
Prudential Trust that was acting on behalf of the Storstad's owners.
Shortly after the disaster, a salvage operation, hired by the CPR, began on the Empress to recover the purser's safe
and mail. This operation involved blasting a “highway” through the center of the ship to retrieve the mail and a large
quantity of silver bullion.

One of the things about these types of accidents involves the deaths of so many souls. But it is seen a little more
clearly when broken down.
Passengers by age and gender:

numbers on board

Girls
Boys
Women
Men

73
65
310
609

numbers lost
70
64
269
437

numbers saved
3
1
41
172

On a more interesting note: In 2005 a Canadian television film, entitled The Last Voyage of the Empress, investigated the sinking with model re-enactment and underwater investigation. It was the program's opinion that the cause
of the accident was brought on by the fog, but exacerbated by the actions of Captain Kendall (Empress). Both captains appeared to be telling the truth in “their own way”. Captain Kendall, omitting the expediency of commanding
the Empress of Ireland in such a way as to keep his company's advertised speed of the Atlantic crossing. In order to
pass Storstad, (now off the Empress's starboard bow) and to resume his speed quickly he would return to his original
heading passing the ship on the other side as originally intended on his starboard side in the fog and would avoid a
time wasting diversion from his preferred and fast route through the channel. What Kendall did was to turn towards
Storstad as part of a maneuver to spin back to his previous heading. When Captain Anderson (Storstad) saw the Empress through the fog he thought, by observing both of the Empress's port and starboard lights during the maneuver,
that the Empress was attempting to pass on the opposite side of the Storstad than was previously believed and thus
turned his ship to starboard to avoid a collision. However, Kendall had actually turned the Empress to port to continue
on his time saving heading thus resulting in the bow to side collision. The conclusion of the program was that both
captains failed to abide by the condition that, when encountering fog, ships should maintain their headings. The captain of the Storstad deviated only after seeing the deviation of the Empress of Ireland. In this film, water tank studies
of the incident indicated that the Empress of Ireland could not have been stationary, as Captain Kendall claimed in the
Inquiry, at the point of the collision. It also showed, thru underwater observations of the ship's telegraph in the engine
room that Captain Kendall's claim that he gave the order to close the watertight doors was probably not true.
Today the Empress of Ireland rests in some 130 feet of water and is diver accessible. But one must bear in mind that
the temperature of the Saint Lawrence is a very cold 34 degrees in the summer and tidal currents run upwards to 5
knots and can cause limited visibility. In the ship's dining saloon, oak chairs and tables appear to float in the silt like
flotsam and the remains of light fixtures dangle from the angled ceiling. Most of the first-class china was still in its
racks as early as the 1980s is now gone, as are most movable objects in accessible regions, including the ship's bell,
one of the propellers, the main bridge telegraph and the telemeter. Sadly, some divers have even taken the bones of
countless victims. The province of Quebec had never afforded explicit protection for shipwrecks. Finally in 1999 the
wreck was declared a sight of historical and archaeological importance. Unfortunately, this appears to be a classic
case of locking the barn door after the horses have escaped.
Balt “Boni” Thibert SN Ojibway Princess Issue 89
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New advertiser — please support with your business.

3 for $ 5.50

JJS Professional Painting

Indoor/Outdoor Residential
Free Estimates
References available
Jason Snook
Phone: 586-855-6513
E-mail: jjsnook1@yahoo.com
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Toledo Yacht Club
Home of the Mills Trophy Race
Memberships Available
~
Deep Water Docks ~ In-ground pool ~Tennis ~
Restaurant~~Bar ~Banquet rooms ~Shelter House~
Small boat storage ~Monthly events
www.toledoyachtclub.com
419-726-3485
Bayview Park, 3900 N. Summit St. Bldg 2, Toledo, Ohio 43611

BETTER BOATING
THROUGH EDUCATION
Toledo Power Squadron
5004 W Albain Rd
Monroe, MI 48161
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