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There will not be a May General Meeting
Toledo Sail and Power Squadron TIARA TOUR February 2020
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Squadron Meeting Dates and Times
TOLEDO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
2020 BRIDGE
Commander …………….....…………….. Fred Zibbel, N

Sat May 5 - General Meeting - Cancelled

Cell 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@yahoo.com
Executive Officer……………...………... Keith Rooks, P
Cell 419-367-6473
Email karooks@gmail.com
Educational Officer ……………..….Nelson Evans, AP
Cell 419-376-1415
Email nevans811@gmail.com
Administrative Officer…………....... Rickie Waugh, P
Cell 419-494-6972
Email waughmd@gmail.com
Secretary……………….…Loriann Czerniejewski, P
Home 419-726-3221
Email lmcappriasal2yahoo.com

1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting
Tue May 26 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg
Sat Jun 2 - General Meeting @ Anchor Pointe Marina, Curtice
1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Change of Watch
Tue Jun 30 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg

Treasurer ………………………….Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Cell
734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

Coming Events
May

2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Cdr Fred Zibbel, N
P/C Rita Buck, S
Lt/C Keith Rooks, P

Lt Michelle Abel, P

Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP

Lt Frank Czerniejewski, P

Lt/C Rickie Waugh, P
Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN

Lt Howard Zibbel, S

15 - 17 Toledo Shake Down Cruise, Put-in-Bay
June
12 - 14 Huron Boat Basin

Lt /C Loriann Czerniejewski, P
“THE BREEZE”
This official publication of The Toledo Sail &
Power Squadron is published 11 months per
year. Deadline to submit articles is the 1st of
the month. Send articles to Breeze Editor.

Editor:

Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Cell 734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

Distribution P/C Felicia Evans, AP

19 - 27 Columbus Trailer Boat To Nashville
July
3 - 5 DC Rendezvous, Huron Boat Basin
6-7

DC Rendezvous, Cedar Point

8 - 9 DC Rendezvous, West Harbor
10 - 12 DC Rendezvous, D/29 Summer Council, Toledo Beach Marina

Advertising Dale Overly, AP

Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Printer

24 - 26 Harsens Island

Dave Schroeder

Articles, opinions and advertisements do not
necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement
unless so designated.

Websites
Toledo www.toledopowersquadron.org
District 29 www.usps.org/localusps/D29
National
www.usps.org

The USPS® Mission
To promote recreational boating safety
through education and civic activities while
providing fellowship for our members.

PLANNED GIVING
If you would like to include the Toledo
Sail & Power Squadron in your estate plan
or provide another kind of gift, please
contact P/C Haynes Lee, Jr., AP.
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From Your 2020 Commander
Cdr Fred Zibbel, N
Cell 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@yahoo.com

Imagine yourself navigating on waters that you know nothing about, without a GPS, sonar, navigational aids or for that matter navigation charts. Where are the submerged hazards, rocks, reefs, and so on. You throttle back and take it very slow, hoping luck is on your
side. I think today we find ourselves in a very similar situation with COVID-19. We are navigating uncharted waters
with this virus. We do have an advantage though, and that is listening to the directives our local, state and national
authorities. Their recommendation is to socially distance, stay at home and wash our hands. This my friends, is our
navigation chart to follow for the foreseeable future. Please drop your anchor, lay out the necessary rode and ride
out the storm. It is simply unimaginable how things have changed in such a short time. In my April Breeze article, I
wrote “March is going to be an exciting month for America’s Boating Club of Western Lake Erie.” Little did I know or
anticipate what lay ahead. The COVID-19 Pandemic has affected every aspect of our lives. It will disrupt America’s
Boating Club of Western Lake Erie’s classes, meetings and events. If we maintain our course and ride out the storm
we can weigh anchor knowing we all did our part to make certain we have “fair winds and following seas” ahead of
us.
I would like to commend Lt Jan Leutz, S and Don Leutz, AP, for their planning, organizing, scheduling, making reservations for dinners and everything else they did for the South Haven Winter Rendezvous. It was a great event and
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. To make an event like this so successful, takes a great deal of effort and it
is greatly appreciated. The stay at the Carriage House at the Harbor was very comfortable with its gourmet breakfasts and view of the South Haven harbor. The tour of the Tiara Yacht factory was very impressive and we all walked
away with a great appreciation of the craftsmanship and pride all that goes into making one of these handcrafted
beautiful boats. Thanks Jan and Don for your efforts and making it memorable.
The federal government directive to extend the Stay-At-Home mandate until April 30 will require us to CANCEL
the May 5th General Membership Meeting. Additionally, the Executive Meeting scheduled for April 28 will also be
CANCELLED. Based upon how the pandemic progresses, we will keep you advised of any changes or cancellations to
squadron events and activities.
Please Stay Home, Wash your Hands and abide by the Socially Distancing requirements!!!!!
Your Commander,
Fred Zibbel
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Well, this was unexpected. Our safe boating classes at Riverview and Perrysburg Twp. had
to be cancelled due to “the virus.” Unfortunately we missed a great opportunity to educate some additional boaters and possibly get some new members. On the bright side we
were able to educate 25 people who decided to be safe and learn all they could. Thanks
to everyone that helped with the classes, Frank and Lorianne, Ricky, Felicia, Phyllis, and
Chris.
Just because everything is on hold doesn’t mean you can’t continue to educate yourself.
Now is a great time to go to America’s Boating Channel and watch some videos. They have great videos on docking, anchoring, etc. Hopefully once this virus thing ends we can enjoy a summer of boating before we get back into
things in the fall. I’ve made contact with my weather connection to teach a weather class in the fall so that’s something you can plan on. Stand by for further details.
I hope everyone is taking care of themselves. Be cautious and be safe, just like when you’re boating.
Let Nelson know if you have an interest in a specific class or seminar. He will try to schedule one for you if there is
enough interest.

Education Officer
Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP

In Michigan, anyone born after December
31, 1978 and in Ohio, anyone born after Jan-

nevans811@gmail.com

uary 1, 1982 must take a safe boating class
to operate a vessel with 10 hp or more.

Cell: 419-376-1415

Assistant Education Officer
Lt Phyllis Zibbel, S
phylzib@yahoo.com
Home: 419-261-9060

Many thanks to Jan Leutz for all the great pictures at the Tiara factory.
See more pictures on the Squadron Facebook Page and web site.
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Howie and Phyllis are approaching the PIB Shakedown Cruise as a “wait and see” until the end of April. We’re hoping all of our social distancing will nip this Coronavirus in the bud, but if not, we’ll make the call to cancel at the end
of April. Say a prayer that a miracle happens and we get to hold our first rendezvous at PIB. In the interim I would
urge anyone interested in going to hold off on making reservations yet.
Thanks for letting everyone know. Stay safe!
Phyllis
The Breeze
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And just what is a Snubber…?
Most boat owners have dock lines. This is a common item that is taken for granted by the majority of us. That is
unless you travel a lot and tie up at different places and under various conditions that may take a bit of imagination
to keep your vessel secure. The bulk of dock lines are made of nylon and nylon stretches. That is a good thing for a
dock line as this action helps absorb shock, and is something most boaters take little if any notice of as long as nothing gets damaged. Usually the lines are long enough from the boat to the piling or dock cleat so as the boat moves
in the water with wave and or wind action is somewhat buffeted by the correct use of dock lines.
Over the years I have seen some crazy ways people have tied up their boats and marveled that they actually can
dress themselves and, perhaps, drive automobiles from point A to point B and survive the process. But I digress…
one of the worst ways to tie a boat up is with a line that has an extremely short span from the boat the dock. This
may look ok to the average lubber but I am talking to boaters. A dock line with a short span cannot stretch enough
and cannot provide a natural buffer action. This means that when the boat rocks with wave and wind action your
vessel is getting a harsh shock that can damage the boat cleats and even pull them out of the deck. Not a nice
thought for anyone.
What we learned early on was the use of snubbers. These are solid rubber like logs with an eye at each end and
can be from 12 to 20 inches long if not longer. They are designed for how long your vessel is and the diameter your
dock line. We had two dock lines dedicated with a snubber on each one. You feed the dock line through one eye of
the snubber, leaving about two feet of line permanently hanging loose, (this would be the end with an eye in it for a
boat cleat) and then wrap the line around the shaft of the snubber several times and feed the long tail out the other eye. Note: feeding the line correct line size through these eyes can prove challenging.
This dedicated line, with a snubber, would be used when you had no other choice on how you were to tie up to a
pier or wall where long dock lines could not be used. The shock from wave action would be taken up by the rubber
snubber body as the line tightens and loosens around the rubber shaft. It works and relieves an incredible force on
your boat cleats and on the line itself. Think of it this way, the bigger the boat, the heavier it is, and the harsher
that shock, and this is a repeated shock. It will eventually take a toll on your vessel. We found that the round rubber snubbers worked the best for us and saved us a lot of grief down the line.
Being an observant boater, I’ve noticed only a handful of boats using snubbers over our many years on the water
and found that these vessels were all well traveled. Talking to some of the owners found that they had the same
views as we did regarding their use. Snubbers are not inexpensive but the potential savings on major deck repairs
far outdistances the cost, time lost, and inconvenience … and this is a good thing.
Balt “Boni” Thibert SN
Ojibway Princess
Issue 83
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New advertiser — please support with your business.

3 for $ 4.75

JJS Professional Painting

Indoor/Outdoor Residential
Free Estimates
References available
Jason Snook
Phone: 586-855-6513
E-mail: jjsnook1@yahoo.com
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Toledo Yacht Club
Home of the Mills Trophy Race
Memberships Available
~
Deep Water Docks ~ In-ground pool ~Tennis ~
Restaurant~~Bar ~Banquet rooms ~Shelter House~
Small boat storage ~Monthly events
www.toledoyachtclub.com
419-726-3485
Bayview Park, 3900 N. Summit St. Bldg 2, Toledo, Ohio 43611

BETTER BOATING
THROUGH EDUCATION
Toledo Power Squadron
5004 W Albain Rd
Monroe, MI 48161
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