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Change of Watch and General Membership Meeting
Saturday January 11, 2019
Toledo Sail and Power Squadron
At
Historic Lobby of the Oliver House
27 Broadway St, Toledo, Ohio

1730 - 1830 Social Hour
1830 - 1930 Dinner
1930 - 2030 Change of Watch
Dinner will be platted with choice of Wild Mushroom Marsala Chicken or Prime Rib
With roasted garlic mashed potatoes and vegetable. The cost includes dessert and gratuity.
Cash Bar

Cost is $36.

Reservations are due to Lucia Rooks by Monday, January 6th
For reservations email to Lucrus@buckeye-express.com
or call Lucia at (419) 882-6623
Reservations not canceled 24 hours in advance will be charged.
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Squadron Meeting Dates and Times
TOLEDO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
2020 BRIDGE
Commander …………….....…………….. Fred Zibbel, JN

Sat Jan 11 - Change of Watch @ The Oliver House, Toledo

Cell 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@yahoo.com

1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting

Executive Officer……………...………... Keith Rooks, P
Cell 419-367-6473
Email karooks@gmail.com

Tue Jan 28 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg
Sat Feb 4 - General Meeting @ TBD

Educational Officer ……………..….Nelson Evans, AP
Cell 419-376-1415
Email nevans811@gmail.com
Administrative Officer…………....... Rickie Waugh, S
Cell 419-494-6972
Email waughmd@gmail.com

1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Change of Watch
Tue Feb 25 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg

Secretary……………….…Loriann Czerniejewski, S
Home 419-726-3221
Email lmcappriasal2yahoo.com
Treasurer ………………………….Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Cell
734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

Coming Events
December

2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN
P/C Leonard Buck, JN-IN

5

Lima and Findlay Christmas Party, Milano Café, Lima

Lt/C Keith Rooks, S

P/C Rita Buck, S

7

Toledo Christmas Party, The Toledo Club, Toledo

Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP

Lt Frank Czerniejewski, S

Lt/C Rickie Waugh, S
Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN

Lt Howard Zibbel

7

Columbus Christmas Party,

Lt /C Loriann Czerniejewski, S

8

Fort Wayne Christmas Party, Ramada Inn, Fort Wayne

“THE BREEZE”
This official publication of The Toledo Sail &
Power Squadron is published 11 months per
year. Deadline to submit articles is the 1st of
the month. Send articles to Breeze Editor.

15

Sandusky and Pt Clinton Christmas Party, Sandusky Yacht Club

Editor:

Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Cell 734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

January
11

Toledo Change of Watch, The Oliver House, Toledo

18

Fort Wayne Change of Watch, TBD

19

Port Clinton Change of Watch, TBD

25

Findlay Change of Watch, TBD

Distribution P/C Felicia Evans, AP
Advertising Dale Overly, AP

February

Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Printer

Dave Schroeder

Articles, opinions and advertisements do not
necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement
unless so designated.

Websites
Toledo www.toledopowersquadron.org
District 29 www.usps.org/localusps/D29
National
www.usps.org

1

Sandusky Change of Watch, TBD

7

Columbus Change of Watch, TBD

9

District 29 Winter Council Meeting, Ohio Northern University, Ada

9-16

USPS Annual Meeting, Ponte Vedra, Florida

The USPS® Mission
To promote recreational boating safety
through education and civic activities while
providing fellowship for our members.

PLANNED GIVING
If you would like to include the Toledo
Sail & Power Squadron in your estate plan
or provide another kind of gift, please
contact P/C Haynes Lee, Jr., AP.
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From Your 2019 Commander
Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN
Cell 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@yahoo.com
On November 28th, Thanksgiving Day I was surprised to notice something unusual on the waters
of Lake Erie, at least for this time of the year, with the air temperature a chilly 36 degrees. There
were some hearty sailors in their boats, with spinnakers flying, taking advantage of a steady
northwest wind. This made me think of how it is hard to let go of things we find great pleasure
and enjoyment with. While most boats are on the hard, these unique individuals must truly enjoy the beauty of sail to venture out on such a chilly and dreary day. This made me reminisce of all the great things that
occurred in the Toledo Sail and Power Squadron in 2019. Our Monthly Meetings were attended by an average of 50 members. Cruises were fun, well attended and made many memories. 74 Vessel Safety Checks were at the highest number in
many years. The Budget finished the year ahead of expected expenses thanks to Treasurer Stf/C Larry Cole. SEO Lt/C Nelson Evans and the Education Dept. had 84 graduates of the ABC Course, 1 in Navigation, 11 in Seamanship, 9 in Piloting and
6 in Cruise Planning and 2 receiving Inland Navigator Boat Operator Certification. With 2019 being such a successful year it
was hard to let it go, like the sailors on Thanksgiving Day.
As I look forward to 2020, it is obvious it will bring a great deal of excitement, activities, enjoyment and fellowship.
There will be new Bridge Officers that will bring energy, knowledge and experience. Jan and Don Leutz have been very
busy planning the Winter Rendezvous in South Haven, MI, to be held in March. They have also organized an August trailer
boat rendezvous to Oshkosh, WI on the Lake Winnebago chain of lakes. We have applied for a grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Watercraft and should the squadron be awarded the funds, a vessel to
complete On-the-Water skills training will be procured. This will bring new challenges and opportunities, but I am confident the squadron has the talent and knowledge to make this opportunity successful. D/C Felicia Evans will pass the baton
to D/Lt/C Jason Snook, becoming the 2020 D/29 Commander. A District Penta Meeting is in the works which will bring together the 2700+ members of D/7, D/9, D/11, D/24 and D/29. This promises to be an exciting and unique event. D/Lt/C
Christopher Hoover, serving as D/29 Education Officer will offer unique and interesting educational opportunities. If you
have ever seen Chris present a training class you will concur, the energy, knowledge and teaching skills he demonstrates
are second to none. He is a truly a key asset to the squadron’s education success. I look forward to 2020, it will be a great
year for the squadron’s active and loyal membership. Thanks are in order for everyone in advance for making it happen.
Remember the Eastland…part 4
It would be eight days later when the “little feller” would be finally recognized when his body, along with others, was transported to a mortuary. Two little boys were brought to the funeral home with their uncle and just happened to come across No.
396. Both boys pointed him out to their uncle as Willie Novotny, their neighbor from next door. Although their uncle did not
agree with the boys, they spoke up and said that they had been to his birthday party and he should ask Willie’s grandmother
who lived with them. When the authorities arrived at the Novotny residence, the grandmother was still in shock from loosing
her family and had not notified anyone of Willie’s disappearance, this was partially due to language problems. She came forth
to the funeral home with a bundle in her arms. She explained that Willie had gotten a new suit for the occasion and it had come
with two pair of pants. If the pants matched with what she had brought, then it was her grandson. They indeed matched; Willie
Novotny, No, 396, was finally home.
Meanwhile, the wheels of justice and public outcry carried on. Rumors began to emerge regarding the sale of tickets for this
tragic outing. Parents and friends of many of those that had perished started to come forward and admit their loved ones were
forced to purchase tickets. If they did not buy the tickets their jobs were forfeit. This statement had merit since former employees had admitted that the previous year they had lost their jobs because they would not purchase tickets. No reasons were
ever given as to why this action occurred. Even current survivors admitted receiving the impression of not having a job if a ticket was not purchased.
Some of the first documents seized by the State’s Attorney Hoyne was the contract between the Hawthorne Club and the Indiana Transportation Company which showed the sliding scale for tickets sales and quiet rebates of 42.5 cents on 2500 or more
tickets, 45 cents on 3500 or more tickets, and 50 cents on sales over 4100 tickets which was indeed, eye opening.

(Continued next page)
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Stories began to come forth regarding the Eastland’s problems from old publications like the Marine Review, which mentioned a bad list
occurring in 1904. At this time passengers had crowded on the starboard side, causing the vessel to list severely. When the crowd was
asked to disperse and told the reason why, no passengers seemed to care. The list persisted dangerously to the point where crew members had to turn the fire hoses on them to break up and relocate them to other portions of the boat. Even Chicago’s own mayor, William
Hale Thompson, when interviewed in Omaha, Nebraska regarding this tragedy remarked that he had declined to be a passenger after his
first ride, stating that he feared the Eastland would capsize. Complaints like this began to appear more often and in greater detail.
At first the general public outrage went against Captain Harry Pedersen and the owners of the Eastland. Such was the public’s fury that
the life of Captain Pedersen was in severe jeopardy so that he was quickly arrested as the mass of hatred spread across Chicago. Coroner
Hoffman ordered the arrest of every official of the Indiana Transportation Company. The chief of police ordered the further arrests of
Eastland’s crew from the chief engineer down to the mess boys. Yet this was just the tip of a massive iceberg of incompetence, avarice,
graft, and political favoritism. Federal law, at this time, seemed to deal in a most lenient way as to monetary compensation but provided
drastic actions against corruption and/or criminal negligence on the part of boat owners, their officers, and public officials and this also
included steamboat inspectors where loss of life was involved. Now the layers of investigations and, sadly, cover-ups would unearth a
complete world of incompetence and greed.
Since so many of the Eastland’s crew was seen “jumping ship” when the vessel started to roll was brought to a general conclusion that all
the crew abandoned the boat. This was not true, especially in the engine room where it became known that the chief engineer, Joseph M.
Erickson had stayed on along with the gauge man, Mr. Elbert. According to Elbert, Mr. Erickson “had probably averted a boiler explosion
by ordering the injectors of the boilers filled. Had there not been enough water in the boilers, the onrush of cold water from the river
would have caused a certain explosion…and the chief engineer did all in his power to save it. He stayed in the engine room until the rush of
water from the side made him stand in it up to his neck.” As for Captain Pedersen, he explained that the former custom for the captain to
be in absolute charge of his boat and the business carried on by the vessel no longer existed. Now the captain has nothing to say about the
cargo, passengers, crew, or sailing. The only man I had power to employ was my first mate, stated Pedersen. Officials from the company
hired everyone else and the main office controlled all other things. The responsibility was no longer mine. Pedersen went on to say that
he performed his job to the best of his ability and was aware of the Eastland’s listing problem but believed the chief engineer had things
under control.
The federal steamship inspection showed that many of their inspectors were just ordinary men who did have feet of clay. Often bending
to friendships and favors with ship owners and were the scourge of the Lake Seamen’s Union who regarded the inspection as “a big joke,”
and the service had been a scandal for years which made them directly responsible for the Eastland disaster. President Woodrow Wilson,
after hearing about this scandal decided to have an internal inspection of this service. After the marine community heard about who would
be doing the inspecting generally called it a “white wash”. Newer people would be called in to investigate but it is doubtful that much was
truly corrected.
On February 18, 1916 Judge Sessions in an eight page report exonerated all involved, including the two Steamboat Inspectors Reid and
Eckliff who were to be restored to duty, rank and pay.
Meanwhile, divers in raising the Eastland, had found several submerged pilings and a mass of concrete on the bottom of the river beneath
the Eastland. The new theory to be deployed by the defense would be that while the Eastland was taking on ballast to correct her listing
rested unevenly on this material; it was this uneven mass of submerged material that caused her to roll over. But, but…the city and county
fathers realized that if this news got out the city and/or the county could be held financially responsible. This information was hushed up.
The limitation of liability proceedings initiated by the owners in August brought forth the words that many experienced marine men knew
well…”the amount of damages the relatives of the persons who lost their lives on the Eastland can recover is only to the extent of the value
of the hull…”
The hull was valued at $46,000
This was to be shared by almost 1,000 claimants (including venders, outside

maintenance, fuel etc.)

812 bodies of men, women, and children were recovered, 23 who originally survived, succumbed to their injuries
Totaling 835 deaths (22 entire families were totally wiped out)
“August 1935 the United States Circuit Court upheld a District Court ruling that the St. Joseph-Chicago Steamship Company, former owners of the steamer Eastland, which sank in the Chicago River on July 24, 1915, is not liable for the 835 deaths in the disaster.”
“The Court held (as predicted on the day after the disaster) that the company was liable only to the extent of salvage value; that the boat
was seaworthy; that the operators had taken proper precautions and that the responsibility was traced to an engineer who neglected to fill
the ballast tanks properly.”
The only one who got any money was the Great Lakes Towing Company who fought hard, long, and at a great cost to receive their
$34,500 fee. After five years and numerous appeals they finally won their original bill, interest, and legal fees.
Balt “Boni” Thibert SN Ojibway Princess Issue 79
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Happy New Year! New Year, new safe boating classes, and a chance to show fellow boaters how to be safe on the water. The ABC classes have been scheduled for 2020
and it will require everyone’s help to make them successful. Whether or not you help
with registration or grading just show up and share some boating stories and show everyone how much fun we have together. It’s also a way to earn a merit mark. It’s also a
great review. I know I learn something every year teaching the class with Chris. Let Phyllis
or me know if you’re willing to help. If you aren’t sure, just show up and we’ll let you
know what to do. Have your friends and family contact Phyllis to register.
Let’s do this!

ABC classes for 2020


February 3,5,10,12 from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Toledo Port Authority



February 24, 26 and March 2, 4 from 6:30p.m. to 9 p.m. at Monroe County Community College



March 10, 12, 17, 19 from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Toledo Port Authority



March 28 and April 4 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Riverview Yacht Club



April 25 and May 2 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Perrysburg Township Fire Station

Elective and Advanced courses 2020;

(Contact Nelson Evans to sign up)



Seamanship: April 2, 9, 23, 30 , May 7, 14 21 at Jefferson Junior High School



Advanced Piloting; Starting January 2020

Let Nelson know if you have an interest in a specific class or seminar. He will try to schedule one for you if there is
enough interest.

Education Officer
Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP
nevans811@gmail.com
Cell: 419-376-1415

The Breeze

Assistant Education Officer
In Michigan, anyone born after December
31, 1978 and in Ohio, anyone born after January 1, 1982 must take a safe boating class
to operate a vessel with 10 hp or more.
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Lt Phyllis Zibbel, S
phylzib@yahoo.com
Home: 419-261-9060
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES November 26, 2019 at Port Authority
Executive Committee Members Attending: Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN; Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP; Lt Rickie Waugh, S; Lt Frank Czerniejewski, S; Stf/C
Larry Cole, SN-IN; P/C John Mather, P; Lt Keith Rooks, P; Lt/C Joyce Mease, P. Also attending: 1stLt Loriann Czerniejewski, S; Lt Mike
Schabeck, AP; D/29 Educational Officer Chris Hoover, AP; D/29 Commander Felicia Evans, AP
1905 Cdr Zibbel called meeting to order, led the Pledge of Allegiance, gave the invocation. Quorum confirmed.
Minutes of 10/29/19--motion by Frank Czerniejewski to approve, 2nd by Keith Rooks. No objections.
Executive Officer - John Miga Absent, no committee reports
Chris Hoover commented we should consider having a display promoting upcoming boating classes at Dick’s Sporting Goods, Bass Pro, etc.
where new boats/kayaks are currently being put on display.
Educational Officer – Nelson Evans

Nelson reported the following 2020 classes scheduled: See page 5 of the Breeze.

Also looking at scheduling Operations Training class.
Chris Hoover planning a couple of seminars for next District 29 conference especially aimed at those working on IN (Inland Navigation) certification.
Administrative Officer–John Mather
Christmas Party Sat., Dec. 7 at The Toledo Club dinner, DJ for dancing
Treasurer: Larry Cole Squadron in good shape. 2020 Budget distributed for discussion. Basically the same as 2019.
MOTION BY LARRY COLE, 2ND BY FRANK CZERNIEJEWSKI TO APPROVE 2020 BUDGET. NO OBJECTIONS. MOTION PASSED.
Secretary: Joyce Mease

No report

Commander’s Report: Fred Zibbel
Contacted Sarah Gensman, ODNR Parks & Watercraft Officer to extend a 2020 Honorary Membership.
Don Leutz has several summer cruises arranged for Toledo Squadron, some are combined with other squadrons.
9 families enrolled in Kroger Rewards. Currently expecting $41.83 from Kroger. Always looking for more squadron members to enroll.
Change of Watch will be January 11 held in the Historic Lobby of the Oliver House.
Committee Reports
Merit Mark – Larry Cole reported 43 members receiving a merit mark. This is a very good number and indicates better than 1/3 of our
membership actively participated and volunteering.
Nominating – Keith Rooks reports list of nominees for 2020 completed.
Old Business none
New Business
Public Relations/Advertising: Joyce Mease noted the Squadron takes advantage of free advertising (word of mouth being the most successful) plus Facebook, Craigs List, submitting newspaper articles, submitting to Matt Markey’s column, and Mike Schabeck delivers flyers he
prints. Joyce would like to see us reach out with some paid advertising. Discussed the opportunity to advertise in “The Blade’s 2019 Holiday Gift Shopping Guide Outdoors” page. Suggested selling a Christmas $50.00 gift certificate purchased for a boater to take an ABC class.
Discussion by ExecComm: The Blade ad cost should not exceed $300.00. Also suggested we run ads in other newspapers, also check into
Val-Pak advertising. Fred Zibbel will negotiate with The Blade on attempting to secure a $300.00 rate and will provide them details for ad.
For other newspapers Joyce to prepare ad and get pricing and bring to ExecComm meeting on 12/17 for discussion and approval (ABC classes start soon). Also will check into Val-Pak advertising.
Good of the Squadron
District 29 Cdr Felicia Evans commented on D/29 participation in a PENTA 5 Event--5 Districts combining to hold basically an educational
conference at Kalahari Resort, Sandusky, OH in 2020 (October 2-3-4). Hotel rate of $139 Friday and Saturday nights, lower rate for additional nights.
At 2005 motion to adjourn ExecComm by Larry Cole, 2nd by Nelson Evans. All in favor. Adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, Joyce Mease, squadron secretary
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Toledo Sail and Power Squadron had 45 members receive Merit Marks in 2019
Their total number of Merit Marks are list.
Congratulations to all of these members for promoting safe boating and the Squadron.
Richard W.
Kelly J.
Nancy L.
Jonathan D.
Leonard J.
Rita A.
Larry D
Frank D.
Loriann
Felicia M.
Nelson D.
Kim L.
Albert W.
Christopher E.
Audie L.
Donald C.
Janice L.
Barbara J.
John G.
Joyce E.
John M.
Dale L.
William L.

Alleshouse
Arndt
Bell
Bensman
Buck
Buck
Cole
Czerniejewski
Czerniejewski
Evans
Evans
Harrison
Hess
Hoover
Jaqua
Leutz
Leutz
Mather
Mather
Mease
Miga
Overly
Paben

SN

AP
JN
S
SN
S
S
AP
AP
S
AP
AP
AP
AP
S
P
P
P
JN
AP
P

35
4
13
7
7
7
16
1
1
20
19
1
28
21
21
18
10
8
7
24
8
32
1

Carlyn S.
Keith A.
Lucia G.
Michael J.
Joseph E.
Mary F.
Jo Ann B.
Debra J.
Jason J.
James F.
Louise M.
Thomas N.
Ralph J.
Daniel Y.
Mary E.
Donald J.
Balt P.
Rickie L.
Ann M.
Frederick M.
Howard
Phyllis

Ranville
Rooks
Rooks
Schabeck
Schaller
Schaller
Scott
Shaulis
Snook
Sommers
Sommers
Steinecker
Stevens
Strohmeier
Strohmeier
Sudek
Thibert
Waugh
Zibbel
Zibbel
Zibbel
Zibbel

AP
P
P
AP
AP
S
S
P
SN
SN
S
JN
S
S
SN
SN
S
S
N
S
S

4
7
7
48
10
10
13
17
14
42
21
5
55
27
27
41
26
2
4
3
3
3

Become a Smartphone Videographer
Now there's a new way to participate in America's Boating Channel. Become a smartphone videographer and submit a
short clip of an aid to navigation for our new video "Introducing ATONS." Learn more at bit.ly/ATONvideo. Email: Marty
Lafferty
Read more: https://americasboatingchannel.com

Great Gifts!
Your Ship's Store Committee wishes the happiest of holidays, and remember, should you find yourself in a gift-giving
mood, we have great gift items waiting for you just a click away in the Ship's Store! Email: Claire McDonaldRead
more: http://store.shopusps.org

Show your support for boating safety through a contribution to the USPS Endowment Fund Inc. Your
donations support projects that fulfill the mission of America's Boating Club by making our waterways a
safer place for all.
Visit uspsendowment.fund to support out mission of making the waterways safer.
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Christmas Party 2019
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New advertiser — please support with your business.

3 for $ 4.75

JJS Professional Painting

Indoor/Outdoor Residential
Free Estimates
References available
Jason Snook
Phone: 586-855-6513
E-mail: jjsnook1@yahoo.com
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Toledo Yacht Club
Home of the Mills Trophy Race
Memberships Available
~
Deep Water Docks ~ In-ground pool ~Tennis ~
Restaurant~~Bar ~Banquet rooms ~Shelter House~
Small boat storage ~Monthly events
www.toledoyachtclub.com
419-726-3485
Bayview Park, 3900 N. Summit St. Bldg 2, Toledo, Ohio 43611

BETTER BOATING
THROUGH EDUCATION
Toledo Power Squadron
5004 W Albain Rd
Monroe, MI 48161

The Breeze

10

January 2020

