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December General Membership Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82714383348?pwd=dkJxYTk1TzcrdjB5Zmlzc1RXNUduQT09
Meeting ID: 827 1438 3348
Passcode: 568541
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TOLEDO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
2020 BRIDGE
Commander …………….....…………….. Fred Zibbel, N
Cell 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@yahoo.com
Executive Officer……………...………... Keith Rooks, P
Cell 419-367-6473
Email karooks@gmail.com
Educational Officer ……………..….Nelson Evans, AP
Cell 419-376-1415
Email nevans811@gmail.com
Administrative Officer…………....... Rickie Waugh, P
Cell 419-494-6972
Email waughmd@gmail.com
Secretary……………….…Loriann Czerniejewski, P
Home 419-726-3221
Email lmcappriasal2yahoo.com

Squadron Meeting Dates and Times
Tue Dec 1 - Virtual Christmas Party @ Zoom
1900 Meeting
Tue Dec 15 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ TBD
Sat Jan 9 - Change of Watch @ TBD
1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting
Tue Jan 26 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ TBD

Treasurer ………………………….Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Cell
734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Cdr Fred Zibbel, N
P/C Rita Buck, S
Lt/C Keith Rooks, P

Lt Michelle Abel, P

Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP

Lt Frank Czerniejewski, P

Lt/C Rickie Waugh, P
Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN

Lt Howard Zibbel, S

Lt /C Loriann Czerniejewski, P
“THE BREEZE”
This official publication of The Toledo Sail &
Power Squadron is published 11 months per
year. Deadline to submit articles is the 1st of
the month. Send articles to Breeze Editor.

Editor:

Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Cell 734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

Distribution P/C Felicia Evans, AP
Advertising Dale Overly, AP

Larry D. Cole, SN-IN
Printer

Dave Schroeder

Articles, opinions and advertisements do not
necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement
unless so designated.

Websites
Toledo www.toledopowersquadron.org
District 29 www.usps.org/localusps/D29
National
www.usps.org

Are you familiar with America's Boating Channel? It has videos that are
helpful in teaching and learning boating skills. It was formerly known as
DML (Digital Media Library). To visit it,
click
https://americasboatingchannel.com/
America’s Boating Channel™ is continuing to release boating safety and
boater education videos for the Fall 2020 boating season.
Every Friday afternoon at 4:00 PM Eastern Time, a new "Fall 2020 Safe
Boating" title will debut on America's Boating Channel's website homepage and YouTube channel.
"How Life Jackets Save Lives -- Doing it Right," the fourth video in the new
series premiering on October 23, provides guidance on ensuring the effectiveness of life jackets. Next week's episode will be "Life Jacket Flotation -Problems to Avoid."
As Americans have increasingly turned to boating as a recreational outlet
during the coronavirus pandemic, the need for boater education has become more and more evident. Screening safe boating videos is an excellent
way for boaters to prepare for safer experiences on the water.
The service recently completed its debut of Season Four videos including
“Boater Education,” “Engine Cut-Off Devices,” “Life Jacket Care,”
“Behavioral Consequences,” Introducing ATONS” (aids to navigation),
“Dispelling BUI Myths“ (boating under the influence), “Life Jacket Labels,”
“Electric Shock Drowning (ESD),” and "Social Distancing for Boaters."

The USPS® Mission
To promote recreational boating safety
through education and civic activities while
providing fellowship for our members.

PLANNED GIVING
If you would like to include the Toledo
Sail & Power Squadron in your estate plan
or provide another kind of gift, please
contact P/C Haynes Lee, Jr., AP.
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From Your 2020 Commander
Cdr Fred Zibbel, N-IN
Cell 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@gmail.com

As I sit here writing this month’s “Breeze” article, the wind is blowing 25 knots out of the
east with 4-foot waves crashing on our beach. At times it is rather loud, especially at night
when I prefer to be sleeping. But it is almost December so I have come to expect such
weather. By now all of the leaves on the trees have fallen and the beginning of months of rain, snow and cold
weather will soon be upon us. It is comforting to know our boats are tucked away for a long winters nap, winterized, shrink wrapped or in storage. I sit here and reminisce about all the great times we have had on the water during the warm summer months. Being out on the water with everything on our boats functioning as intended, working in harmony, our enjoyment will be stress free and enjoyable. The engines, GPS, fuel pumps, bilge, sonar, radar,
refrigeration, batteries and so on, doing their part to get us to and from our dockage, port or mooring. This holds
true for the squadron as well. Everyone working together to make the Toledo Squadron successful now and in the
future. As evidenced by our great nation, division, has detrimental effects on our success. It is hoped all of us work
together as one cohesive team to accomplish our goals of fellowship, safe boating education and camaraderie. Ann
and I have been very fortunate to have been able to welcome many great friends into our lives, as a result of our involvement with the squadron. As commander for nearly 2 years, many great individuals have crossed my path. The
many committees in our squadron, work long hours to recruit and nominate new officers, audit our books and make
certain we adhere to the established national, district and squadron by-laws. Our Executive Committee and Bridge
Officers work together as a leadership team, entrusted by our membership to guide us and make important decisions. The members are our boat and all the committees, officers and individuals work in harmony to make sure our
voyage is uneventful. It is imperative we all work together, volunteer a little time, engage and respect one another.
This has been a difficult year for our government, small businesses, non-profits, citizens, military, our first responders and above all our health care providers. We will complete our 2020 voyage and be better for it. Be safe, healthy
and stay the course.
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Boating season is finally over. Boats are on the hard and preparations for next season are
underway. As part of those preparations why not go online to America’s Boating Channel
and take some seminars to help you along in your education. It’s been a challenging year
to do any in person educational classes so why not use the Squadron’s online education.
I’ve found the classes informative and helpful.
We had 18 people at our Riverview ABC class. People who take these classes find them extremely helpful even if they’ve been boating for a while. We even had some young people
in class so they could help with their parents and grandparents in the upcoming boating
season.

This is my last article as your SEO so I’d like to thank everyone that has helped with our classes this year. It takes
more than the instructors to put on these courses. Although we had to eliminate some because of COVID, we still
had an impact on those boating for the first time. The ABC classes are the life blood of Squadron membership.
Without them we would probably fade away. My apologies for not having more classes but COVID ruined my
plans. I’ll be around until next spring to help anyway I can.
Safe Journeys to you all!
Education Officer
Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP
nevans811@gmail.com
Cell: 419-376-1415

Assistant Education Officer
In Michigan, anyone born after December
31, 1978 and in Ohio, anyone born after January 1, 1982 must take a safe boating class
to operate a vessel with 10 hp or more.

Lt Phyllis Zibbel, S
phylzib@yahoo.com
Home: 419-261-9060

Can You Believe It?
This true story took place roughly fifteen years ago but is so unique that it could happen anytime. It starts out with four fellows and an
early summer run up the Detroit River to a destination in the upper peninsula of Michigan. As it begins, the owner of a 28 ft. Sea Ray was
eager to take a real trip on his boat that he had purchased the previous year. The captain, who I shall call “Fred”, was not really familiar
with boating or even his boat but wanted the bragging rights that would accompany such a long trip and felt that he could do it especially if
he had a couple of his friends with him.
Now Captain Fred chose his fellow travelers carefully. The sharing of expenses would be top on his list and being good poker players, well
this would rank up there also. So three guys fell under the enchantment of adventure, fun, possible girls along the way, and other more non
-descript items of enjoyment. These three men thought highly of Captain Fred and his wonderfully shiny new boat and were more than confident of his skills on the water.
Day one started out with loading food, beer, and clothes on board. Joe, Sam, and John (a.k.a. the crew) looked on in amazement at all the
mysterious instrumentation in the cockpit and just knew that they would have a blast. With all the loading and joking, the trip still managed
to start off early that morning. It was Saturday and a beautiful day for a boat trip; it actually seemed like everybody who owned a boat was
out on the water having a good time. Captain Fred pulled out of the marina, quietly nervous, but his fuel tank was full and they had lots of
beer, what could be better than that. His experience was solely based on the Detroit River with a short trip almost to Lake Saint Clair, that
being the most northerly he had ever gone. Now he would pass beyond that limit, venturing into new waters.
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As our captain sped along he watched the channel markers and made sure at least one other man saw them too. He did not want to make
the mistake of running off into shallow water and made sure all his companions were aware of the consequences. By the time Captain Fred
reached Port Huron he decided to get fuel while the sun was still high. His buddies, except Joe, were doing well. Joe, on the other hand,
seemed rather quiet and stayed off by himself. Joe did not feel very well and guessed he was getting a little seasick. This was the first time
he had been on a big boat and hoped his friends did not notice his problem.
Our captain looked around for a fuel dock and ended up following a smaller powerboat into the Black River for gas. After fueling, our skipper headed out into the river and up into Lake Huron. Captain Fred felt like he had reached a milestone. He thought, “This was easy, just
follow those channel markers. What could be simpler than connect the dots?” he mused.
Unfortunately, our captain soon discovered the channel markers ended and he was on his own. He turned on his G.P.S. only to discover
he did not know how to read the screen. Heading northward on autopilot, the skipper found his owner’s manual and started on page 1.
After realizing that this was not the time to learn how to operate the instrument he tried to short cut the manual and find a section on,
“Where are you?” That did not work either but he soon learned to get a screen up that showed the complete lake and got a general idea
on which direction to go. “This isn’t so bad,” he thought.
He looked for his next fuel stop ahead of time and decided to reach Harrisville. Always nervous of his fuel, he thought himself wise to be
on the side of caution. His luck stayed with him and after several hours on the lake he, again, followed a couple of boats into the marina.
After refueling, it was agreed on that they would go the rest of the way through the night. Lake Huron was staying flat with the occasional
roller once in a while.
As for Joe, he just stayed in one spot in the cockpit and never moved or spoke. It was obvious to all that he was ill so he was left alone.
Sam and John went below and prepared dinner for everyone. They knew Captain Fred had not left his post and they respected him for it,
but felt he could use some food and a beer for sure. It was decided to leave Joe alone, poor guy, they knew he would feel better once they
reached land.
On and on the Sea Ray went, seemingly gliding over the flat water. With darkness falling it was a joy to be on board under the starry sky.
The captain had made a few course corrections, navigating by rough guesses, but he was making progress and that is what mattered. Occasionally a freighter could be seen in the distance, all lit up. This brought good cheer to everyone except poor Joe. The engines’ growl
seemed to be the only noise they could hear. Captain Fred tried using the radar but could not clear the screen of electronic clutter so he
gave up. The radio seemed to bring up a few stations but nothing they enjoyed and no one brought any CDs for music. The trip was getting
tiring but no one would admit it, after all, this was supposed to be fun.
After many course adjustments and ponderings our boaters decided that they should stop somewhere but “where” was the big question.
So with a general agreement our captain began to pull closer to the shoreline. This would prove to be unwise.
Day two: around 04:00 A.M. Captain Fred is looking for a marina or somewhere he can pull into for fuel and rest. He is heading into shallow water and does not realize it. Being used to 150 to 200 feet of water beneath his keel, our captain has gotten careless. Then he begins
to realize that he is loosing his visibility. Fog is descending around them and the G.P.S. is not really helping. Within minutes our boat goes
from seeing a clear horizon to being fog bound. It seemed to happen so quickly. Our skipper maintains his speed and turns on his radar
again. He still has not learned to operate the thing and gets disgusted. He does not look at his depth gauge, which is bad. Within minutes
they rise up on the water and with a sickening lurch, everyone and everything not fastened down is slammed forward. At the same time a
loud grinding noise is heard beneath their feet. Captain Fred has split his lip on the dashboard; the others collected themselves and are,
thankfully, no worse off than he is. The boat is a jumble of debris, one engine has been turned off and the other engine has stalled. They
are hard aground and no one can see a thing. Our captain turns on his VHF radio for the very first time since he has owned his boat. The
radio is automatically on channel 16 although the skipper does not understand the channel’s importance. He calls out a “May Day” like he
has seen in the movies, calling repeatedly until the Coast Guard answers. Of the many questions asked by the Coasties, the one he cannot
answer is that being, “What is you location?”
It has been several hours since the grounding. The sky is lightening. The guys are cold and even with extra clothing on, are beginning to
shiver. Joe feels better now; the sensation of motion sickness has left. Although everyone is safe and dry, no one is talking much. No one
wants a beer.
There is a noise beginning to reach them. Joe hears it first then Captain Fred. Now Sam and John hear it too. Sam says that the sound
seems to come and go. Captain Fred says that it is a rescue boat coming and that they are searching for them. Everyone is quiet, listening,
as the rescue boat must be in some kind of a search pattern going back and forth. The sky is brighter now and the fog is lifting. Our boaters
look over the port side of their boat…yes, yes there is a man…he is riding his lawn mower cutting the grass…..
Balt “Boni” Thibert SN
Ojibway Princess Issue 23

I dedicate this article to my dear friends Ernest and Joyce Mease, two people who can see my humor even when it appears to be invisible.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES October 27, 2020 via Zoom

Executive Committee Members Attending: Cdr. Fred Zibbel, N; Lt/C Rickie Waugh, P; Lt Frank Czerniejewski, P;
Lt/C Keith Rooks, P; P/C Rita Buck, S; Lt Michelle Abel, P, S; Lt/C Loriann Czerniejewski, P. Absent - Stf/C Larry Cole,
SN-IN - excused
1901 Cdr Zibbel called the meeting to order, led the Pledge of Allegiance. Quorum confirmed. Motion to approve
Minutes from September 29, 2020 Executive Meeting by Frank Czerniejewski, 2nd by Rickie Waugh, all in favor –
minutes Approved
Executive Officer – Keith Rooks – No Report.
Administrative Officer – Rickie Waugh – The cruises have ended. No Report.

Educational Officer – Nelson Evans – excused absence. ABC class will be held at River View Yacht Club on Saturday October 31st and November 7th starting at 9:00 am. Help will be needed at the class for registration and
grading of tests, facemasks will be required.
Treasurer – Larry Cole – Absence Excused – No Report.
Secretary – Loriann Czerniejewski – No Report.
Commander’s Report – Fred Zibbel – Many squadrons have cancelled their Christmas parties this year due to the
COVID pandemic. A decision needs to be made on our Christmas party for the planning and venue. We will have a
vote during our general zoom meeting in November to see how many people might attend. We also have to check
what the rules are for the maximum number of people allowed at an event.
Discussions for a virtual Change of Watch due to COVID. A Motion for the Change of Watch in January to go virtual by Rickie Waugh, with a 2nd by Frank Czerniejewski – Approved by the Bridge and has been decided the Change
of Watch to be VIRTUAL. Not quite sure if the officers will be in one location for the Change of Watch and the ceremony will be broadcast, need to figure out details.
The Nominating Committee presented the Nominees for elected office in the Toledo Sail and Power Squadron.
The election is to be held at the Annual Meeting in December 2020. Motion to approve by Frank Czerniejewski,
2nd by Rickie Waugh, the Bridge has voted on and APPROVED the list of Nominees. The slate of officers will be
printed in The Breeze.

Committee Reports
Merit Mark – All Merit Marks were received by National – Great job Larry!!!
Adjourn –19:00 - Motion by Rickie Waugh, 2nd by Frank Czerniejewski
Respectfully submitted, Loriann Czerniejewski, 2020 Squadron Secretary
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Nominating Committee: Lucia Rooks, Chairman, reported the following Nominees for the Squadron
2021 Bridge
Commander, Keith Rooks, P
Executive Officer, Lt/C Rickie Waugh, P
Administrative Officer, Lt/C Frank Czerniejewski, P
Educational Officer, P/C Fred Zibbel, N-IN
Treasurer, Stf/C Larry Cole, SN-IN
Secretary, Lt/C TBD

2021 Bridge Assistants
Asst. Educational – 1stLt Michelle Abel, P
Asst. Treasurer - 1stLt Clyde Shaulis, S
Asst. Secretary – 1stLt Lucia Rooks, P

Executive Committee
The above six Bridge Officers and the following:
Lt Howiard Zibbel, S 2021, 2022
1stLt Michelle Abel, P 2021, 2022
Lt Daniel Strohmeier, S 2021, 2022, 2023

Nominating Committee
1st Lucia Rooks, P 2021
P/C John Mather, P 2021, 2022
D/C Jason Snook, N-IN 2021, 2022, 2023

Rules Committee
P/C Joann Scott, S 2021
Lt Joe Schaller, AP 2020, 2021, 2022
P/C Rita Buck, S 2021, 2022, 2023

Auditing Committee
Lt Jan Leutz, S 2021
P/C Rita Buck, S 2021, 2022
Barbara Mather, P 2021, 2022, 2023

The Executive Committee recommends that the General Membership approve the above nominees at Squadron Elections to be held on
December 1st via Zoom video. Thanks to the Nominating Committee for hours of time and effort spent.
Nominating Committee: Lucia Rooks, P, chairman; Kelly Arndt; Kim Harrison, S; P/C Deb Shaulis, P; P/C Rita Buck, S.
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Toledo Sail and Power Squadron had 33 members receive Merit Marks in 2020
Their total number of Merit Marks are listed.
Congratulations to all of these members for promoting safe boating and the Toledo Squadron.
Michelle R.
Richard W.
Kelly J.
Leonard J.
Rita A.
Larry D
Frank D.
Loriann
Felicia M.
Nelson D.
Kim L.
Albert W.
Christopher E.
Donald C.
Janice L.
Joyce E.

Abel
Alleshouse
Arndt
Buck
Buck
Cole
Czerniejewski
Czerniejewski
Evans
Evans
Harrison
Hess
Hoover
Leutz
Leutz
Mease

P
SN
JN
S
SN
P
P
AP
AP
S
AP
AP
AP
S
P

1
36
5
8
8
17
2
2
21
20
2
29
22
19
11
25

John M.
Dale L.
Keith A.
Lucia G.
Michael J.
Joseph E.
Mary F.
Debra J.
Jason J.
Daniel Y.
Mary E.
Balt P.
Rickie L.
Ann M.
Frederick M.
Howard
Phyllis

Miga
Overly
Rooks
Rooks
Schabeck
Schaller
Schaller
Shaulis
Snook
Strohmeier
Strohmeier
Thibert
Waugh
Zibbel
Zibbel
Zibbel
Zibbel

JN
AP
P
P
AP
AP
S
P
SN
S
S
SN
P
S
N
S
S

9
33
8
8
49
11
11
18
15
28
28
27
3
5
5
4
4

Congratulations to:
Michelle Abel on her first Merit Mark
Kelly Arndt on her fifth Merit Mark. Kelly is now a Senior Member.
Joyce Mease on her 25th Merit Mark. Joyce is now a Life Member.

This is a screen capture of
the TSPS virtual November
General Meeting.

Please plan to attend the
TSPS virtual December
General Meeting. This is an
important meeting as we
will be electing the 2021
Officers.
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New advertiser — please support with your business.

3 for $ 4.75

JJS Professional Painting

Indoor/Outdoor Residential
Free Estimates
References available
Jason Snook
Phone: 586-855-6513
E-mail: jjsnook1@yahoo.com
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Toledo Yacht Club
Home of the Mills Trophy Race
Memberships Available
~
Deep Water Docks ~ In-ground pool ~Tennis ~
Restaurant~~Bar ~Banquet rooms ~Shelter House~
Small boat storage ~Monthly events
www.toledoyachtclub.com
419-726-3485
Bayview Park, 3900 N. Summit St. Bldg 2, Toledo, Ohio 43611

BETTER BOATING
THROUGH EDUCATION
Toledo Power Squadron
5004 W Albain Rd
Monroe, MI 48161
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