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General Membership Meeting
Saturday December 7, 2019
Toledo Sail and Power Squadron
at
The Toledo Club—Main Dining Room
(3rd Floor)
235 14th St., Toledo, Ohio 43604
1730 - 1830 Social Hour
1830 - 1930 Dinner
1930 - Meeting/Program

Dinner Buffet by Toledo Club’s noted Chef of Carved Beef Loin w beef Au Js , Chicken Marsala,
green beans, roasted fingerling potatoes and desert.
Cost is $35.

There will be a DJ for dancing.
Reservations are due to Lucia Rooks by Monday December 2nd
For reservations email to Lucrus@buckeye-express.com
or call Lucia at (419) 882-6623
Reservations not canceled 24 hours in advance will be charged.
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Squadron Meeting Dates and Times
TOLEDO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
2019 BRIDGE
Commander ………...…………….. Fred Zibbel, JN
Home 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@yahoo.com
Executive Officer……………... John Miga, JN
Home 419-539-4253
Email migajm@bex.net
Educational Officer …….Nelson Evans, AP
Cell 419-376-1415
Email nevans811@gmail.com
Administrative Officer………..... John Mather, P
Home 419-878-2426
Cell 419-297-7807
Email matherlaw@sbcglobal.net

Sat Dec 7 - Christmas Party @ The Toledo Club, Toledo
1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting
Tue Dec 17 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg
Sat Jan 11 - Change of Watch @ The Oliver House, Toledo
1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Change of Watch
Tue Jan 28 - Executive Mtg. 7:00pm @ Toledo Port Authority Bldg

Secretary…………………………….…Joyce Mease, P
Home 419-382-4401
Cell 419–290-4401
Email joycemease@gmail.com
Treasurer ………………………….Larry D. Cole, SN
Home 734-243-4282
Cell
734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

2019 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN
P/C Leonard Buck, JN-IN
Lt/C John Miga, JN

P/C Rita Buck, S

Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP

Lt Frank Czerniejewski, S

Lt/C John Mather, P
Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN

Lt Rickie Waugh
Lt Keith Rooks, P

Lt /C Joyce Mease, P

Lt Dan Strohmeier, S

“THE BREEZE”
This official publication of The Toledo Sail &
Power Squadron is published 11 months per
year. Deadline to submit articles is the 1st of
the month. Send articles to Breeze Editor.

Editor:

Currents
Currents is the Educational Department Newsletter that is issued at
each Governing Board meeting.
These editions require Adobe Acrobat reader to view and print. The
Adobe Reader is available via the Web Help page. To print .pdf files,
be sure to click on the PRINTER ICON on the left of the bar across
the top of the Acrobat Reader window; do NOT use Print from the
browser File menu.
Below is the link to the issues.
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/13000/13000-ed-deptinformation-center/13000-ed-department-newsletters

Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN
Cell 734-755-7252
Email boater734@chartermi.net

Distribution P/C Felicia Evans, AP
Advertising Dale Overly, AP
Printer

Larry D. Cole, SN
Dave Schroeder

December Birthdays

Articles, opinions and advertisements do not
necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement
unless so designated.

Websites
Toledo www.toledopowersquadron.org
District 29 www.usps.org/localusps/D29
National
www.usps.org

The USPS® Mission
To promote recreational boating safety
through education and civic activities while
providing fellowship for our members.

PLANNED GIVING
If you would like to include the Toledo
Sail & Power Squadron in your estate plan
or provide another kind of gift, please
contact P/C Haynes Lee, Jr., AP.
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From Your 2019 Commander
Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN
Cell 567-395-4759
Email fredzibbel@yahoo.com
Thanksgiving is a national holiday that has it roots back to November 26, 1789, when President George Washington proclaimed it a day of public thanksgiving and prayer. Since then, on
the 4th Thursday of November, we celebrate with family, friends and food, giving thanks for
those who have impacted our lives. As Commander of the Toledo Sail and Power Squadron, I have many reasons to be
thankful this year. Many of our membership; past, present and future, have volunteered a great deal of their time to
make our squadron an energized, vibrant and successful organization. Through the direction of the 2019 Bridge and Executive Committee, we continue to be recognized as an active squadron and a leader in providing safe boating education.
Individual contributions cannot be overlooked. Jan Leutz spends many hours shooting photos of our events, editing them
and posting them on Facebook. Joyce Mease has not only served as secretary on our bridge for countless years, but is
continually thinking of ways to get our message out to the general public. Lucia Rooks must be the most patient person I
have ever met. She has tasked herself with taking RSVPs for our monthly general meetings, and must be commended for
doing this frequently overlooked, stressful and time consuming responsibility. And then there is P/C Rita Buck who continues to impress with organizing and planning amazing Christmas events at the Toledo Club, among other things. Larry
Cole cannot be overlooked, as he is most knowledgeable, involved and pays our bills and collects our monies. Last but
not least, I must thank my beautiful wife, Ann, for putting up with me and giving much needed inspiration and encouragement. These are just a few of the many individuals who make our squadron great. So in short, I have a great deal to be
thankful for this year and everyone who has helped me succeed as commander, I cannot thank you enough. I would also
like to wish everyone a happy, safe and enjoyable holiday season. Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Christmas
party on December 7th at the Toledo Club. It promises to be a fun and memorable evening.
I am looking forward to 2020, as it marks the 84th year of the Toledo Sail and Power Squadron. We can all make it a
great year. Let us be blessed with good weather, calm winds, following seas, memorable cruises, great friendships and
many smiles.
Remember the Eastland…part 3
All hell was breaking loose as the Eastland began listing heavily to port. She was at 35 degrees and still going over while water began gushing into the open ports and three large open gangway doors on the port side. Passengers, furniture, picnic
hampers, benches, refreshment stands, popcorn machines, large barrels of lemonade and boxes of candy slid into piles on the
portside amid a dreadful, intense ruckus of screaming. The Eastland eventually rested on her port side on the river bottom
leaving only eight feet of her starboard side above water.
On the Theodore Roosevelt a large crowd had gathered at the rails to watch the departure of the Eastland. When the vessel
rolled over many of the women would became hysterical, others fainted while many of the men began to throw anything
overboard that they thought the hundreds of people in the water could use as floatation devices. The Roosevelt crew sensing
the fear and panic quickly pulled the passengers away from the rails and ordered everyone to the lower deck. Now most of
the sights were hidden from view but the horrifying sounds of the struggling and dying people could not be veiled. Here
many of the men ran off the vessel and crossed the bridge to get to the Eastland dock to assist in rescue work.
A few hundred people on the Eastland, most from the upper deck, had struggled to reach the starboard rail and climb over
to the exposed and slippery side that was still out of the water. Most of these people never even got their feet wet. They had
a front row view of the water that was swarming with men, women, and children fighting desperately for their lives and
grasping for anything that would float, even the person next to them. So intense was the fight for survival that many of those
pulled to safety had their clothes stripped off by the clawing of other victims. Above all this calamity was the dreadful wailing
sound of cries and pleas of the drowning blended in with the moans and shrieks of those on the shore or on the other excursion vessels, who watched in utter disbelief as to what was happening around them. As time seemingly moved slowly forward death began to reach its grip out to many of the victims who had lost the fight and whose bodies gently drifted down
the river in the mild current.
(Continued next page)
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The tug, Kenosha, had severed the towline when the Eastland began to roll. Now her captain realized he would cause more
harm to those in the water with his large propeller so he slowly backed the tug around to the bow of the Eastland with the
stern to the dock using the tug as a bridge to get the stranded people off the side of the vessel.
Across the river from the Eastland dock was the large Reid-Murdock & Co. warehouse. The screaming and crying brought action from the employees as they began gathering up boxes, wood crates and lumber, anything they thought could support a
person was thrown into the water. At this time one of the first responders was a Chicago Fire Department fireboat. Then came
other tugs, police boats, Coast Guard craft, private vessels and ship supply launches all converging on this horrific scene. Lifeboats were lowered from the Roosevelt, passing by dead bodies to reach the living.
Those that had been standing on the starboard side of the Eastland could hear the muffled cries and poundings from those
trapped in air pockets in the lower areas. Of those that responded quickly was N.W. LeVally, manager of the Oxweld Acetylene
Company who brought every available man he could get and all the equipment they could carry. Rescuers pointed to the noise
of hammering and shouting from those trapped in the hull. Workers began to cut holes to free passengers and many were
soon rescued alive.
Once the gravity of the disaster had spread quickly throughout Chicago every hospital rushed ambulances, doctors and nurses, resuscitating equipment, and first aid supplies to the Eastland dock. Dr. Thomas A. Carter, head police surgeon and Dr. E. W.
Ryerson of Henrotin Hospital were first on the scene. Together they organized teams of doctors and nurses. When it was realized that they were running out of space for so many people the Reid-Murdoch warehouse threw open their doors and the
building was used as a temporary hospital and morgue. Again, realizing that they were running out of space, the Roosevelt was
to be used as a morgue with long rows of bodies on the decks. More businesses stepped up to help. Macy’s Department Store
gave out blankets for the victims while American Express lent out all their trucks and drivers.
As the day went on less and less live victims were pulled from the grasp of the Eastland. More and more holes were torched in
the hull and people were being pulled from them. Eventually, every available diver was brought into the project to help recover people, hopefully alive but usually dead. Since the recovery work was to continue on through the night, the Commonwealth
Edison Company ringed the whole area with powerful lighting. The work became more organized as time went by; the bodies
were transferred from the Theodore Roosevelt and the Reid-Murdoch warehouse to the large Second Regiment Armory on
Curtis Street and Washington Boulevard. At the armory, officials from the coroner’s office attached a numbered tag to each
body. Others noted the sex, approximate age and a description of clothing on records with duplicate numbers. The long rows
of covered bodies grew as the hours passed; one hundred, two hundred, three, four, five hundred and still the vehicles continued to shuttle more bodies in. At 11:00 P.M. five hundred and twenty six bodies were at the armory. More people were expected to be trapped in the Eastland while others were to be recovered from the river. Interestingly only one lifeboat, which
had been used, had drifted away from the Eastland to be found with a little six-year-old boy in it. Apparently someone had put
the child into the boat and launched it off.
As the news spread more and more observers came to the scene, thousands perched on bridge girders and along the docks.
Some standing six deep on roof tops of commercial buildings. All these people, both onlookers and those who sought out information on family and friends, stood quietly amidst the well-lighted scene. The Eastland lay in the murky water, still tied to her
dock, appearing like a beached whale. By Monday eight hundred and ten victims had been sent to the armory, tagged and described on cards, with more bodies still expected to be pulled from the Eastland.
Now it was the reporters who began to investigate this disaster. Looking for both professional and authoritative sources they
snatched up the comments from John V. Elbert, the Titanic survivor who was on duty with chief engineer Erickson when the
Eastland rolled over. Elbert was quoted as calmly saying that the capsizing was the result of most of the passengers rushing to
the portside of the vessel to watch a launch passing by. This was to be hotly disputed by C.B. Hadley, who with two companions, found themselves in a part of the deck used as a smoker. “It would have been impossible,” stated Hadley. “People were
packed aboard too closely to budge. We found the companionways between stairway and promenade so crowded we had to
squeeze through. From my observation I should say there were about 3500 passengers aboard. Every part of the boat was
crowded to standing capacity.”
As for the morgue, most of the victims were slowly identified by friends, neighbors, or family members and taken to mortuaries. By Monday all but fourteen of the bodies had been taken away yet, sadly there still remained the body of one little boy
who, dressed in his Sunday best, could only be identified by the tag No. “396”. After days of promises by prosecuting authorities to punish the guilty, one paper brought forth the question, “Who will speak for the little feller?” This would become a rallying cry for the people of Chicago.

To be continued… Balt “Boni” Thibert SN Ojibway Princess Issue 79
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The last month of the year is a great time to reflect on what has been accomplished during the past year. The Squadron has taught four ABC classes, a Seamanship
class, Cruise Planning, and Piloting. Not bad for a bunch of busy people. I’d like to thank
everyone that helped with the classes as instructors, test graders, snack providers, paper
pushers, and also supporters that promoted our classes by talking to their friends and acquaintances. You guys and gals rock!
Next year we’ll try to throw in some seminars which can be taught in one night. Some of
our members need them to get certified for Coastal and Inland navigation. Our ABC and Seamanship classes will
most likely follow the same format as in the past. Keep your eyes peeled to the Breeze for dates and times. Better
yet come to a meeting and get the info firsthand.
I hope everyone has a great holiday season. Relax and get ready for 2020.

Elective and Advanced courses 2019 & 2020; (Contact Nelson Evans to sign up)


Piloting: Starting September 18, 2019

Marine Navigation (currently offered as Piloting)

Marine Navigation is the first course in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation, covering the basics of coastal and inland navigation.
This course focuses on navigation as it is done on recreational boats today and embraces GPS as a primary navigation tool while covering
enough of traditional techniques so the student will be able to find his/her way even if their GPS fails. The course includes many in-class
exercises, developing the student’s skills through hands-on practice and learning. Ten classes of two hours each normally are scheduled
for presentation of this course. In addition the students have seven days to complete the open book exam. Topics covered include:
Charts and their interpretation
Navigation aids and how they point to safe water
Plotting courses and determining direction and distance
The mariner’s compass and converting between True and Magnetic
Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information they provide, setting up waypoints and routes, staying on a GPS route.
Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into the GPS
Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS and traditional techniques such as bearings and dead reckoning
The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that one is on course.



Advanced Piloting; Starting January 2020

ABC classes 2020; schedule will be in the January Breeze.
Let Nelson know if you have an interest in a specific class or seminar. He will try to schedule one for you if there is
enough interest.
Education Officer
Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP
nevans811@gmail.com
Cell: 419-376-1415

The Breeze

Assistant Education Officer
In Michigan, anyone born after December
31, 1978 and in Ohio, anyone born after January 1, 1982 must take a safe boating class
to operate a vessel with 10 hp or more.
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Lt Phyllis Zibbel, S
phylzib@yahoo.com
Home: 419-261-9060
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES October 29, 2019 at Port Authority
Executive Committee Members Attending: Cdr Fred Zibbel, JN; Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP; Lt Rickie Waugh, S; Lt Frank Czerniejewski, S; Stf/C Larry Cole, SN-IN; P/C John Mather, P; Lt Keith Rooks, P; Lt/C John Miga, JN-IN; P/C Rita Buck, S; P/C Leonard
Buck, JN-IN; Lt/C Dan Strohmeier, S; Lt/C Joyce Mease, P. Also attending: 1stLt Loriann Czerniejewski, S.
1900 Cdr Zibbel called meeting to order, led the Pledge of Allegiance, gave the invocation. Quorum confirmed.
Minutes of 9/24/19: motion by Larry Cole to approve, 2nd by Rickie Waugh. No objections.
Executive Officer - John Miga Vessel Safety Checks 74: No other committee reports.
Educational Officer – Nelson Evans Marine Navigation (previously Piloting) 6 in class. ABC for 2020 being arranged.
Administrative Officer–John Mather
November General Membership Meeting will be held at Jolly Roger. Michael’s Catering, speaker Great Lakes cruise.
SQUADRON CHRISTMAS PARTY – SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 – 5:30 p.m. at The Toledo Club, Madison & 14th St.
Dinner, Cash Bar, DJ for dancing - $35.00 per person Chair: Rita Buck

reminder that $5 and $10 gift cards are needed for prizes – last call for Rita to receive is at the Nov. 5th general meeting
Treasurer: Larry Cole Distributed his monthly report. Squadron doing quite well.
Secretary: Joyce Mease Have submitted information to The Ensign for “Last Horizons” column concerning Jim Sommers.
Peace River Power Squadron has already submitted the information for Bill Winslow.
Commander’s Report: Fred Zibbel
Toledo Squadron applying for a grant from the ODNR. Grant is specifically earmarked for Safe Boating Education. If awarded this grant we would be able to purchase a trailerable vessel, motor and trailer. Grant will not be awarded until
sometime in 2020. A unique opportunity we want to be considered for.
Harbor Safety Committee met. Mike Schabeck and Cdr Zibbel attended along with Army Corps of Engineers, US Coast
Guard and other community members. USGC Lt/C Megan Drewniak called on TSPS for report. ABC classes for 2019
were reported on and well received.
Old Business none
New Business
Motion by Larry Cole, 2nd by Leonard Buck to award Sarah Genzman, ODNR Parks & Watercraft Officer, a 2020 Honorary Membership. And consensus to renew for 2020 the Honorary Membership of USCG Lt/C Megan Drewniak. No objections, Motion
Passed.
Motion by Joyce Mease, 2nd by Dan Strohmeier: To make a $100 Donation to the Point Place Scholarship Fund to be awarded
to a Point Place college student in spring 2020 for one year (TSPS boating category includes donations from River View YC,
Bayview YC, Jolly Roger, Point Place Boat Club, and Ottawa River YC). Motion Passed.
Discussion on Motion The donation by TSPS will be acknowledged in Point & Shoreland Journal newspaper and TSPS also
will be thanked at a dinner when scholarship awarded. ExecComm recommended the scholarship recipient be given a gift
certificate to take ABC boating class and that the article in Point & Shoreland newspaper include promotional information
about TSPS. It was suggested that Planning Committee should review Squadron participation in scholarships. Other gestions
were mentioned to promote Squadron.
Committee Reports:

Membership: Reviewed list of non renewals from National. Budget & Finance: Meeting soon for 2020.

Continued on next page
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Nominating Committee: Keith Rooks, Chairman, reported the following Nominees for the Squadron Bridge and Committees
2020 Bridge
Commander, Fred Zibbel, JN
Executive Officer, Lt/C Keith Rooks, P
Administrative Officer, Lt/C Rickie Waugh, S
Educational Officer, Lt/C Nelson Evans, AP
Treasurer, Stf/C Larry Cole, SN-IN
Secretary, Lt/C Loriann Czerniejewski, S

2020 Bridge Assistants
Asst. Educational – 1stLt Phyllis Zibbel, S
Asst. Treasurer - 1stLt Dale Overly, AP
Asst. Secretary – 1stLt Joyce Mease, P

Executive Committee
The above six Bridge Officers and the following:
Lt Frank Czerniejewski, S 2020
Lt Howard Zibbel, S 2020, 2021, 2022
P/C Rita Buck, S 2020

Nominating Committee
Lt Kim Harrison, S 2020
P/C Deb Shaulis, P 2020
Lt Kelly Arndt 2020, 2021
Lt Lucia Rooks, P 2020, 2021

Rules Committee
P/C John Mather, P 2020
P/C Joann Scott, S 2020, 2021
Lt Joe Schaller, AP 2020, 2021, 2022

Auditing Committee
Lt Dan Strohmeier, S 2020
Lt Jan Leutz, S 2020, 2021
P/C Rita Buck, S 2020, 2021, 2022
The Executive Committee recommends that the General Membership approve the above nominees at Squadron Elections to be held on
December 7th at The Toledo Club. Thanks to the Nominating Committee for hours of time and effort spent.
Nominating Committee: Keith Rooks, P, chairman; Kelly Arndt; Lucia Rooks, P; Kim Harrison, S; P/C Deb Shaulis, P; P/C Rita Buck, S.
At 2010 motion to adjourn ExecComm by Nelson Evans, 2nd by Rickie Waugh. All in favor. Adjourned.
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New advertiser — please support with you business.

3 for $ 4.75
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Toledo Yacht Club
Home of the Mills Trophy Race
Memberships Available
~
Deep Water Docks ~ In-ground pool ~Tennis ~
Restaurant~~Bar ~Banquet rooms ~Shelter House~
Small boat storage ~Monthly events
www.toledoyachtclub.com
419-726-3485
Bayview Park, 3900 N. Summit St. Bldg 2, Toledo, Ohio 43611

BETTER BOATING
THROUGH EDUCATION
Toledo Power Squadron
5004 W Albain Rd
Monroe, MI 48161
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